2
S ©
qJ .
5 @ 2
o E =
= 8 €
o =
@ 5, @
o)
S
8
N E\
Ty [=% <
< N
5 589
< <]
Q £E8 =%
2 2p
3¢
T »
€3G
= SN
SEQ
G2
S

424 Route 106
Greenfield Township, PA 18407

Donations are cheerfully accepted.

Make your checks payable to
Greenfield Township Volunteer Fire

Company.
Mail to the above address.

Donations are IRS tax deductible

The Bulldog Bulletin e

Greenfield Township
Volunteer Fire Company

(GTVFC)
Fire/EMS Station 24
Volume No. I Issue No. 11 September 2006

GREENFIELD

we only knock once

In This Issue
Smoke Alarms-How, Where & Why
Generic Drugs—Definition & Safety

Greenfield Twp. Recycling
Make Democracy Work !

Em Dial 911

Other 570-282-4981

E-mail address: greenfieldfire@echoes.net
Web site: www. nfiel .com

We are an equal o

rtunity 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

Copyright 2006 All Rights Reserved

Smoke Alarms-How, Where & Why

By A. F. Karolyi—Administrative Member

Of the many types of smoke alarm systefaglible, Vis-

ual/Audible and Visual/Tactile, are three types in use. They

are the most important safety devices to insuranagdire
fatalities in your home. Responding to an alarmhveit prac-
ticed family evacuation plan will save your lives!

How do the alarms workAll smoke alarms have one of
two technologies, photoelectric and ionization. #irms have
a beam generator and sensor. Photoelectric alaliriath two
categories, beam and light scattering. Each prettét type
has a light source which creates a light beamna dgstem and
a photosensitive cell. When sufficient smoke cregbe light
beam causing either the light intensity to decreas®e scatter
the light as a result of reflection off the smolkatieles, the
alarm goes off. The ionization alarms work in tizens way,
except the beam in an ionization type alarm is tectdy a
small radiation source that produces electricatharged air
molecules. Smoke entering the alarm attaches td¢hen air
molecules, reducing the current flow to the sensetting off
the alarm. Of the two, the ionization type is meemsitive to
detecting the lesser amount of smoke from a flarfiirey All
alarms can be battery powered or wired into howseent and
can have battery backup. The smoke alarms discusstis
article are primarily for home use. There are ottypes of
alarm systems that are designed for commercial @raic
buildings depending upon occupant needs.

What are the differences between the alarm types?

bination of Visual/Audible and Visual/Tactile are available
depending on life style requirementdsual/Audible for day-
time living areas anWisual/Tactile in the bedrooms is recom-
mended.

Smoke alarm placement locationsPlace one alarm on
every level of your home, on the ceiling or at égeel. For
extra safety include locations both inside andidatsf sleep-
ing areas. Complete installation instructions aravided by
the manufacturer. Nisual/Audible or Visual/Tactile systems
are required, professional installation is recomaeeh

Maintenance. Keep the alarms and surrounding are
clean; free of dust and debris. Battery poweredraamake a
bird-like chirping noise if the battery is low andeds replace-
ment. It's a good habit to change the battery e¥allywhen
day-light savings time ends assuring maximum alpower
for the winter season. Follow the manufacturer'strinctions
on Visual Audible/Tactile systems. Testing the mlarevery
month using the method provided by the manufactusrally
a test button on the device, is recommended. Salekms last
about 5 to 10 years, after which they should bé&aceal.

Where can you get smoke alarms or alarm systems?
Smoke alarms are readily available in most hardwhaoene
supply or general merchandise stores. Make sure ghga
alarm you purchase carries a nationally recognitesding
laboratory label such as Underwriters Laboratolmes. Alarm
systems are available at some professional sequityiders

Audible Alarms — These are most commonly used and whenand through companies that can be found on theniettelf you

activated emit a loud piercing, high pitched elecit horn
sound.

Visual/Audible Alarms — In addition to the horn sound, this
type will also activate a high intensity strobehligof approxi-
mately 177 candelas 60 times a minute. This typsnobke
alarm is designed for hearing impaired people andnost
practical in open areas during waking hours. Theyret de-
signed to wake people up although it's possibleeddmg
upon alarm location and the individual.

Visual/Tactile Alarms — This type, also for the hearing im-
paired, has the strobe light feature and a bechtobras well.

need additional information, conta@TVFC on our non-
emergency number, 570-282-4981.

Why should you install smoke alarms in your home?
Smoke alarms can not only save lives by providiadyevarn-
ing to your household, but possibly minimize damé&mggour
home by enabling an earlier call to your local filepartment.
Some security companies also monitor for possiiée plac-
ing a call to the fire department as the alarmtsireir moni-
tors. Advise your insurance agent that you havealiesi
smoke alarm$or possible premium savings
Do you have smoke alarms in your house? Can you afforc

The vibrator is placed under thmattress and a choice of either not to?

visual or vibrator is the usual setup, althoughteasys can be
purchased with both options activating togethere Tibrator
insures waking an individual.

Which type to choose and how many depends upomidhagil

family requirements. ThAudible is sufficient for most fami-
lies. For families including hearing impaired perspothe com-

The 2006 GTVFC Fund Drive is on!

Please support your fire company.

Remember, your donation is IRS tax deductible !




Generic Drugs—Definition and Safety

By A.F. Karolyi—Administrative Member

GTVFC, by presenting this article, does not adwcat know when you receive a generic drug is: when yiootor

the use of generic drugs over brand name drugse Soand
name drugs do not have a generic equivalent. Oy yoc-
tor, knowing your medical history, can prescribe froper
drug for you whether it is generic or brand nameuiydoctor
can specify, on your prescription form, if he/shents only the
brand name supplied. Be aware, particularly if yoail your
prescriptions to a medical plan supplier, that sqtans as
well as the states they are located in, specifyalgeneric drug
be supplied if the doctor has not indicated “braatghe only”
on the prescription form. That being said, the atshresearch
from the FDA (U.S. Food & Drug Administration), artde
internet offer the following information on genedrmugs.

What is_a generic_drug?— A generic drug is the
biological equivalent to a brand name drug in scafathe ac-
tive ingredients contained in the medication. FaldEw does
not allow the inactive ingredients in a genericglta be the
same as its brand name equivalent; otherwise itldvba a
straight copy. A generic drug can be developed artign the
equivalent brand name drug’s 20 year patent piiotedias
expired. All brand name drugs are patented to ptotee
manufacturer’s formula, investment and marketing.

Are generic drugs safe?- All generic drugs must
pass the same stringent federal (FDA) testing asdoname
drugs. The generic has to be proven to effecticelybat the
illness or condition, dose for dose, as the braachenit re-
places or the FDA will not issue approval to thenofacturer
for production and sale. The generic must havestimee active
ingredients and must produce the same benefitarbtdy in
the same amount of time as the brand name drugg@iherics
have the same risks as the brand name, but noadditional
risks to the user. The appearance and inactivedignts, such
as colors and flavorings, look different becaus8. trademark
laws prohibit a generic drug to look exactly thansaas a
brand name drug. After approval, the FDA periodjcéh-
spects the manufacturer’s facilities and checkg dyuality to
assure user safety.

How are generic drugs manufactured?- All ge-
neric drugs are manufactured in production faeditthat must
meet or exceed the FDA standards and follow FDAdseds
of good manufacturing practices. According to tHRAE ap-
proximately 50% of all generic drugs are producgdbband
name manufacturers after their 20 year patents aspired.

How can you recognize generic drugs? Unless
you have pharmacological knowledge, the only way yall

tells you the drug prescribed is generic; your ptemist ad-
vises a generic drug is available for your presiciipand you
have a choice if your doctor has not specified fidraname
only”; or your medical prescription plan automalig@rovides
generic for name brand drugs as a matter of soatesskaw or
policy, in which case they will advise you wherirfig your

prescription. Why are generic drugs difficult tcaognize the
first time you receive them? Mostly because they'tdimok

like the brand name, for reasons stated above,ttaey are
identified by chemical name. Brand name manufactorar-

keters spend a lot of time and money naming bramdendrugs
so the name sticks in your memory. Watch any T\ixsivbiere
a prescription drug is advertised and you will ustEnd.

Why do generic drugs cost less? The primary
reasons are no development costs. You don't seerigadrugs
advertised, on TV or elsewhere and once a gereepproved,
there is greater competition as most of the timeentlban one
company manufactures the bioequivalent generic bfamd
name drug. More competition, the price comes ddvenstated
in the May 2006 issue of the AARP Bulletin, accaglito an
FDA study “....that when two generic drugs are introed in
competition with a brand-name drug, prices are ioubalf.
When nine generics are competing, prices drop anage of
80 percent.”

Is generic drug availability improving? - Unfortu-
nately, not as fast as could possibly be made ppdra Again
quoting from the above mentioned AARP publicatitfihe
FDA has 200 employees reviewing about 975 genemg d
applications while 700 employees are reviewing abbk0
new-drug applications”. The result, “..... it takdse tFDA
about twice as long — 16.5 months — to review aegeras it
does a new brand-name drug.” Why?? Because the beame
manufacturers pay the FDA user fees!!

Summary — Are generic drugs safe? YES! Are
generic drugs less costly? YES! If you want to keepour
prescription costs within reason should you ask yaudoctor
if a generic is available and appropriate for yourprescrip-
tion? YES!

If you have any doubts regarding generic drugg, tal

to your doctor or you can get additional informatfoom your
pharmacist. This article has been reviewed by Dilliah

Scott Wagner, Registered Pharmacist at the EntMessitains
Pharmacyin Clifford, PA.

Greenfield Twp. Recycling

By R. Britton—Twp. Recycling Coordinator

Greenfield Township began its recycling pesgrin 1993.
From the days of tossing recyclables over the sl dump

trucks behind the Community Center, many changege ha

taken place. The Center has progressed to a byitdintaining
an office as well as bins leading to a modern coimpental-
ized recycling trailer towed by a specialized truBlecycling
Coordinator Bob Britton notes most of the additiangprove-
ments to the Center have been implemented.

Participation has grown significantly ovéetyears and
the Center has received several awards for thetityiaf ma-
terial collected on a voluntary basis. Benefitstte environ-
ment are matched by the many thousands of dolaveds
through recycling in Greenfield Township when coneghato
residents paying a per bag fee to landfill.

The Greenfield Township Recycling Center e the 1

and ¥ Saturdays of each month from 9:00 to 11:30 AM. Al-

though detailed information is available, the cerdecepts
household recycling consisting of aluminum cansdfeans,
pie tins, foil, glass bottles and jars. Only pla$tottles and jars
are acceptable. Appropriate paper products coobisewspa-
pers, magazines, phone books and catalogs in pegaer or
tied with non-plastic string. The emphasis is orudehold
recyclables. For example, gardening pots, mirrotgs and
light bulbs are not acceptable. Greenfield Townsieipently
passed a resolution not to burn any items on tiycke list.

Since its inception, the Greenfield Township Reicyrl
Program has provided a source for Community Sernacihe
Lackawanna County Court as well as local Magistrate
addition, a number of organizations have used #uoycting
program to fulfill service to the community requirents for
their young members. Volunteers are available tectlirecy-
clables to the appropriate bins or to help those wiay need
assistance in unloading their vehicles. Residentsfamiliar
with the program are encouraged to visit the Cedtaing
hours of operation to receive detailed informatan pick up
a new recycling container.

As the program is operated mainly through ¢Ferts of
volunteers, anyone who may have one or two Satunaay-
ings available each month are urgeddatact Bob Britton at

570-222-32580r visit the center. A flexible schedule can be

arranged.

Recruitment—New Members Required
(5) Administrative & Fund Raising; (5) Drivers, Fire and

Make Democracy Work!

By A. F. Karolyi—Administrative Member

What is Democracy? Webster’s Dictionary defines bem
racy as: “A government in which the supreme powerested
in the people and exercised by them directly orirgudly
through a system of representation usually invgvieriodi-
cally held free elections.”

The key point: Our government is based upeopfe vot-
ing for elected representatives. The format of agdoof Rep-
resentatives and Senate is the same at state tiodahdevels,
with representatives chosen by the people in fleetiens.
Elected representatives are, by definition, thegkties of the
people and as such should express the opinionkeaf ¢on-
stituents. Without elections we don’t have a Deraogr

Without voters we don’t have elections.

Why should you vote, in local, state andoval elections?
Voting assures you exercise the power given to lypwur
founding fathers. Many of our parents and grandgareame
from countries where voting privileges did not éxiou have
the power to elect your government.

Lackawanna County has approximately 154 @@Gstered
voters (County Lines 2005 magazine). Approximathy000
voted in the 2005 elections (Lackawanna County 8uref
Elections). Less than half, 42 percent of the tegesl voters
elected your representation. What happened tothHess?

What's that you say? Your vote doesn’t couté¥v do you
know! We would never be able to elect represergatif the
people if everyone thought that way. You don't ligeur
party’s candidate for office? In a Democracy, yam @ote for
whomever you feel is the better person for the YWhat's that
you say? You're not registered, you don'’t havetitme, or you
don’t have transportation to the polls. Call theckawvanna
County Bureau of Elections, Office of Voter Regasiton, at
(570) 963-6737 and request a Pennsylvania votetdeguan
application to register, or an absentee ballobif will be out
of town on Election Day, or an illness or physiciability
prevents you from voting in person at the pollss limportant
to encourage your 18 year olds or those who willlBeby
Election Day, to register and vote as well.

While researching voting issues on line, difd a quote
worth repeating from Andrew Lack, Chairman and CEO
Sony Music Entertainment: “Bad officials are electy good
citizens who do not vote.”

Make Demaocracy Work! Register! Vote!
It's your Township, Town, City, State, and Country!

Ambulance Equipment; (5) Interior Firefighters.

Fire Hall Breakfasts—Last Sunday of every month.




