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Fire Fighter’s Journal

By L. Fliedner—Fire Fighter / EMT
The smoke was thick; | didn't like the look of iThe
decision was mine. My brain started racing andnimment
drifted off to when | was, well younger.

“...Please daddy, | know I'll be good at it.”
“No, your mother will kill me.”
“And when have you let that fear stop you?”

“You have a point. Okay you can join, just no
live ...”

“Don’t stop me, | can do this.”
“Fine, you can be a firefighter.”

“Thank you."

Training started that summer, man was it tough.

found out that | wasn't very adept at walking onfeobut once
my instructor talked me through it and | put my thito it, it
was easy. | discovered | was really good at thechekills of

fire fighting except | hadn’t seen any fire yeterRember to be

careful what you wish for.

Just a short time after class ended | got my wibhen for the
next 9 years my wish was fulfiled numerous time&s the
years past | continued to train and learn, all ¢othe best.
Who knew it would all come to this moment.

Sometimes You Can Laugh

By T. Drennan—EMS 1st Lieutenant

The sound of siren and flashing lights usualéan serious
problems for someone and their family. What mangppe
don't realize is how stressful it can be for thepending fire or
ambulance crew. The idea of not knowing what toeekmn
arrival can be unbelievably intense. Especially nvadife may
depend on the crew’s actions. Sometimes calls aralways
stressful or dangerous. Every once in a whilemttrins into a
comedy of errors and you just have to “Go With Hmwv".

Quite a few years ago we were working a ntosx race.
We were set up with the ambulance and a small leha
transport injured riders from the track to the ataboe for
either first aid treatment or transport to a hapit

We weren't there too long when we watched one efritiers
get the “hole-shot” leading a pack of about fifigers into the
first turn. The turn was set up so the riders vienmeled into a
chute leading into a quick left hand turn that vabohly fit five

to six riders at the same time. As the rider ledghck into the
turn he “high-sided” and crashed in the middlehsf turn. He
ended up lying sideways completely across the takhe
entire pack of bikes raced into the turn. Fortulyatmost of
the bikes managed to get by or around him, butastitwenty
ran right over him.

Immediately the crowd started screaming! Tiaek offi-
cials and safety officer were wildly waving safdtsgs and
gesturing for the ambulance crew to get to therridde
jumped into the rescue vehicle and rushed acrassréick to

With those memories fresh, along with the current the rider. When we reached him, he was unconsdying

excitement | made the call, we were going in. Tieat 22
minutes were rough. Two of my guys were leadirggbarch
and | was in the rear. The house was going gosthirp and
all I could focus on was “My two sisters and | warehe hall-
way trying to get to the back door, they were rigahind me.”
So in the back door we went, the fire hadn't spribad far yet.
Sure enough even though the smoke had come dows atal
the heat was getting worse, we found them curlethgioset
under the stairs.

Once we got outside we all looked at each other an

silently said thank you and with that | said a guibanks to
my dad for letting me join and for believing in e com-
pletely that my first call as Lieutenant turned tmbe my fin-
est moment.

Be careful with your grill. Hot coals can burn you as well!

face down in the mud. Actually he was buried alsixiinches
into the mud on the track. We extricated him frdm mud
with a backboard and transported in to the ambelarea to
check him out for further injuries. About this tirhe started to
regain consciousness and could tell us what happénekily

he was unhurt and advised us he was ok.

He was explaining what happened as we weezkihg
him out, when he bellowed and suddenly threw upiaen-
dous amount of blood-red, frothy fluid with suchrde it

Splashed all over both the crew and him. Immediated sus-

pected massive bleeding due to internal injuriast ds we hit
the highway with siren screaming and lights flaghime sat up
and said heriever should have drank all that cherry soda”.

We turned off the lights, killed the siren and asinthrew him
out of the ambulance!



Roadway Access

By Paul Fortuner, Sr.—Greenfield Twp. Police ChieEMT

Greenfield Township, like most municipalities a rapidly
growing community. In recent years we have seegelaum-
bers of permanent residences constructed here. grbisth,
along with the fact that most families now own tewomore
vehicles has caused traffic volumes to rise. Olic@®epart-
ment is doing its best with available resourcegeep traffic
moving safely.

Realizing the population of the Township Bsveonsid-
erably during the summer months and this populationgs
additional motor vehicles with it, we must addréss parking
situation in congested areas such as Newton Lake.

Emergency vehicles must travel these roatdsa aaily
basis. lllegally parked cars can sometimes preaesérious
problem, resulting in needless delays in providiegvices. In
an emergency there isn’t enough time to locate kcless
owner and ask him to move it. The fire departmexst already
replaced its engine with a more maneuverable ardtni effort
to more easily access difficult areas. This alooeschot com-
bat the problem.

Property owners are urged to provide offettrparking
areas for their tenants and guests and insuredieypt park in
such a manner as to impede traffic. Vehicles foumte ob-
structing traffic will be ticketed according to waaws and
then be removed at the expense of the owners.

If we cannot obtain voluntary compliancettie matter of
illegal parking, the Greenfield Township Board afp8rvisors
will be forced to explore other methods to insure safety of
residents. One such method being considered woeldhé
total banning of parking on Township roadways. Thizuld
solve the Township’s problem, but would cause ateene
hardship for the property owner, something no oreéts/ to
see, but keep in mind that providing roadway actesmedi-
cal and fire protection services are “TOP PRIORITY”

Homeland Security

By F. M. Bales, CFPS—Fire Chief/[EMT/Fire Inspector

Harking back to the “good old days” when voluntéiez
companies had the reputation of being a bunch obdgold
boys”; who hung around the firehouse and occadipnal
sponded to fire calls; eventually putting the fingg and some-
times causing more damage than saving property. ditie
foundation saversWell folks, times have changedWhile
Pennsylvania does not have a state-wide minimuenfiighter
training requirement, some fire companies like Gfiedd have
established minimum requirements for their firehfeys. These
minimum training requirements challenge the firghfers to
prove that they have the skills needed to servepifiglic.
Those fire companies that have established higidatds for
their fire fighters have experienced a significaaduction in
the loss of property. But, the demand for profassism and
skills keep growing every day.

Most people are not aware that in additioreponding to
calls for help in their own jurisdiction, some ficempanies in
Lackawanna County have anti-terrorism responsislity ES!
Terrorism concerns in our back yards! There are several
potential terrorist targets within the county araing of our
area responders carry responsibilities to proteetpgeople in
those threat areas.

Your fire company was the first in the coutdytrain mem-
bers for terrorism response, beginning in 1998.tThaial
training has grown to cover a full spectrum of irag and
skills that keep you safe every day. Training liegrorism
response, hazardous material response, and eveh both
explosives response training.

How does GTVFC fit into the big picture? Wikt off,

GTVFC provides decontamination (DECON) services.- DE

CON, is one of the most critical care issues duthrgrelease
of a hazardous material or a terrorism event. GT\&3tb-
lished an emergency DECON Team in 2000, to prosige-

port for the county has mat team and to ensurémactvould

receive early DECON.

GTVFC was selected to represent Lackawannagmn
the Northeast Emergency Response Decon Task Rehieh
comprises 9 counties, because we were one of wyfunc-
tional teams in the area. The other hails form G@arGounty.
Where does this team go? For presidential candidatey’'s
visit, we set up camp in Scranton. For PresiderghBuvisit,
we established operations in Moosic. We have redgbrio
The Lackawanna County Airport, Dunmore as parthefBer-

wick power plant exercise; North Pocono Area fauapected
Biological agent, and some other locations thatamt share.

We are mobilized when Lackawanna County kexseian
indication that people have been contaminated witrazard-
ous material or biological agent. Once we are nzsdl we
function as a part of the Decon Task Force, witlary duties
to provide advanced decon and command support.nfuri
these deployments, GTVFC operates under the Atyhafrthe
Lackawanna County Emergency Management Agency.

Bet you did not know that your township vdksr fire
company was so progressive. Well Greenfield is. Mieenbers
of your fire company have advanced themselvesarfigid of
fire protection, medical services, rescue, and ftemes materi-
als response to a level that is unmatched in aea.avhy do
these unpaid residents take the time to do alP tigll, despite
what you may think, there are: fires in the towpshmedical
emergencies; car wrecks; people trapped in cansewbank-
ments; hazardous material exposures, and we dotheeat for
terrorism right in our area. Think about it:

Shutting down [-81 for more thanhbur results in an
interruption of commerce for three states.

How many defense plants are in our area?
Chemical Facilities?

How many historic buildings are in the northeast
area?

Air and rail transportation?

Water treatment facilities? Major dams?

There is a need! More importantly, the members afrfire
department volunteered to address that need. Th€DE
team is also available for statewide mobilizatibrreiquired.
But don’t worry, when the DECON Team leaves, thenestill
members left behind along with our mutual aide fiepart-
ments to continue to protect you.

EASTER BASKET RAFFLE WINNERS

1st Prize Basket— Gary and Mary Jane Allen—c/o0 $100
Weis gift card, 2 movie tickets, candy, pitcher & glasses

2nd Prize Basket— Andy Petrilak— Kitchen basket, ¢/o
candy, Easter Kitchen items & more

3rd Prize Basket— R. Heller from E. Stroudsburg— Childs
basket ¢/o Stuffed Bunny, Playdough, game, bubbles, candy

Thank you all for your support!

Fund Drive

By A. F. Karolyi— Administrative Member

This topic comes up every year when GTVFC mails
fund drive requests. We get comments like: “I reeditwo or
more duplicates.”; “This person is deceased, pl¢alse their
name off your list.”; “I moved and don't live in €enfield
Twp.”. Life changes every day. However, our addrgssis
derived from the Twp. tax data base. If you owrperty in the
township you will get as many fund request formpm@perties
you own. We make every effort to respond to youncents
to avoid duplicates. Eventually the tax data base takes afar

any changes in propertyransfers Please have patience an
keep your comments and donations coming. They fouse

2005 FUND DRIVE RETURNS

1st Request Mailing— 1338

1st Request Donation Returns— 322

% of Donation Returns— 24%

Please Support Your Fire Company!

We Need Help!

Attrition is a normal thing in every organizationVolunteer

replacement is a constant effort and not easy. With fire

fighters and administrative support a volunteer géircompany
cannot exist. We need your help for the following:

*  Firefighting-(5) Fire Fighters and/or Rescue Staff

* Non-Firefighting-(3) Fire Apparatus Drivers w/CDL

*  Non-Firefighting-(3) Ambulance Drivers no CDL

e  Administrative- (5) Fund Raising, Records, Publiciy
YOU Join—We Train—No Cost to YOU

Coming Events
¢ June 26thFire Hall Breakfast, 8:00AM to 12:00 Noon

e June 26thFire Hall Bake Sale 8:00AM to 12:00 Noon
e July 31stFire Hall Breakfast, 8:00AM to 12:00 Noon

*  Aug. 28th,Fire Hall Breakfast, 8:00AM to 12:00 Noon



